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Lawsuit seeking
$14.6-million claims

Tan was beaten,

falsely accused
of drug tralficking
because he is black

BY THMOTHY APPLERY

Toweas band enough to be beaten and
kicked by police, fuped for co-
cpine possession, {siled overnight
aped dended medical belp and ac-
cess tor s lawver, as foriner Toronto
Argonaut Hpebacker Oreth vlan-
dol Bowen abeged yesterday in a
statement of colaim launching a
muitimtilion-doltar Jawsult,
Hogsally puinful, Mr. Bowen says,
is. hin yeluetant conclusion, also
spiectied i his bewsult, that o vip-

font énceunder bwo yoars age with.

s Vel Regional Police officaps -
one ol wheric now fBees S
serios eocaiie churges <5 oitside
a Mississangs strip club stormnmed
e thie fact e s black,

Bt bt voally hurts, he aays; i

the fact that Before his coresr

wignking amest he was dclively
working with that same polive force

- speaking in schools, urging stad -

ety ta support law enforcement,
nifering guidance to police officers
about racial sensitivities,

"I not pleasant to be here L,
after all the work that we've done to
bridge the gaps sod 0 meke the
commmuiity safer,” Mr Bowen told
a news conference at the midown
office of his Iawyer, hiian Falconer,
whers graphic photographs saken
afier bis arrest showed the 28-year-
old formes football ster with
puffed-up eves and a4 gaping
wounsd in the centre of his fore-
b

But there has 1o be some kind of
secountability,  things  bave 1o
change”

Arsested in Masch of 2004, Mr
Howen wan chavged with cocaing
possession and assaubting police,
accusations e gays ewned him
widsspread opprobrinm among lo-
cal poronts, whose view of him
changed overnight from athletic
ivon tedrug dealer

in Diecembor, the case collapsed
after one of the two afficers who
wrested Mro Bowen, Constable
Sheddon Cook, was charged with
passessing 15 kilogramny of couping
For the purpose of raffickbng.

A tracking device attached to the

- shdpmeit (which wasn't cocaing at

afl, Constable Cook’s hawyer sayss
led BOMP o the officer's home in
Cambridge.

Since then, gt feast & half-dozesn
uskelated sets of druag charges in

égnr Constabile Cook was the ar-
resting efficer have been dropped.

But o all likelibood, the case
am;ﬁﬁ Mr. Bowen would wmﬁw.

failidd anyway

Fo-aoguitting him on all 2;53,
hefore even hearing evidence from
the defence, Mr Justice 5 Ford
Clements of the Ontario Court of
Justice by Brampion said he found
the testimony of Constable Cook
amd hin partner, Constable Grast
Lervais, (0 be “inowedible and not
worthy of belief”

At yesterday’s news conleronce,
M. Bowen's toiad lawyer, David
Fharmphrey, said the “fondurmental-

ly imeonsistent stories and glaring
in the officers”

inconsistencies,”
evidence had it hin confident
Mr. Bewen would be vindivatod,

Bat in the meantime, Mr. Bowen:

says, the injiries resulting from his
arrest ~ beadaches, dizey spells,
pavin b his ribis oo bave el s -
nances in nen ad his career pros-
pecis af best uacertain, becanse he

Phata taken sholy after Mi

Boswens arvest shows one aye

Blackined and & gaping wound
e hads Bovelrend,

38 o Tovgar able to train,

“Losing my ability w provide for
wmy family, thats an incyedible
thing” he sald, & small scar from
his head ingury still visible,

e

To have your wile call you and

sary she wasal :E BrOEEY ST ga.

there wasst enough money E the

A fathiEof e wn&zm sons, the

training,  nning  an Oakville
sporis camy, acting snd doing re-
search foy local school boards.

Hemee the $14.6-viliion Tawsuit,
fied Wednesday, which along with
Constable  Coolk
Gepdials, named six other Pesl Re-
gional officers (two unidentified),
the Police Services Board and now-
wetized chief Noel Catney.

Notw of the wllegations, wihith

acouse pelce of racinm, assaule,
malicions prosecution and plant-
ing the 1.7 grams of cocaine sup-
pogedly found in Me, Bowen's eaty.
have beeo proved in Gourt,

& brief statement from Peel Po-
Jies
his office is aware of My Bowen's

st but has po further commaent.

My, Falconer spearhesding the

forim CArgansut has since madea -
Hoing - tirotghe - offering  fostball-

sl Congtable

s new Chied, Mike Metcall, said-

Y yw‘mﬁ, W:_EE LR ,:wcﬁ,
.c» S Were swonrn o gﬁrim the
tavy, ot break it No pergen in this
colfrry showld - have o undergo

“ike - beating,  istréafiment and

prasecution this manwent Sirough
because of the colour of his skin”™

As for Comstable Cool; suspend-
ed with pay as a-result of &:w and
breach-of-trust chuges  against
vy, things sre not as they seom,
his fawyer, Alan Gold, says,

M Gold eodd notbe noed
ately reavhied. Bt in rémarks pub-
lished last month, he said the co-
%Eﬁ%ﬁ% srainhisclent's

e in Eﬁ,wmgwuﬁh Wasnt cocuine,

but flour that the ROMP was de-
plovingin o sting operatien,

I efgenoe, the arest dletnimed
from W contfolled drugedelivery
shint want wrong, My, Gokd told the
Misstssauga News, saving be was
feft- wondering how someone can
e prosgcuted on drug charges
when no Hegal drogs are found,




